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VEGAS 
BULKS UP 
SECURITY 
TO RING 
IN 2018 


City preparing for 
first New Year's Eve 
since mass shooting 


BY JENNIFER MEDINA 


LAS VEGAS 

With their rifles at the 
ready for an active shooter, 
Sgt. Charles Jivapong and 
halfa dozen other police offi- 
cers moved quickly through 
anindustrial building not far 
from the airport here, trying 
to determine which victims 
were alive and which were 
too far gone to be saved. 

This time, it was a drill. 
But Jivapong remembers 
when it was real: Less than 
three months ago he re- 
sponded to reports of gun- 
fire aimed at thousands of 
people at a country music 
concert. In just a few days, 
Jivapong would be out with 
his officers once again, this 
time with more than 300,000 
revelers celebrating the 
start of 2018. 

“Tt’s not really a matter of 
ifit happens again, more like 
when,” he said. “Something 
like that really changes your 
perspective and mindset. It 
weighs heavily. I find myself 
scanning overhead all the 
time, thinking about what 
will happen ifwe have to do it 
all over.” 

Las Vegas is preparing 
for its first New Year’s Eve 
since the Oct. 1 shooting, 
when Stephen Paddock shot 
hundreds ofrounds from the 
32nd floor of the Mandalay 
Bay Resort and Casino, 
killing more than 50 people 
and wounding hundreds of 
others. For decades, Dec. 31 

SEE SECURITY « A8 


LAWSUIT: 
IMMIGRANTS 
FORCED TO 
LABOR IN 
DETENTION 


BY KATE MORRISSEY 


Immigrants in detention 
in San Diego are suing a pri- 
vate prison company, alleg- 
ing exploitation and forced 
labor that their attorneys 
say breaks human traffick- 
ing laws. 

The class-action lawsuit, 
filed Wednesday in San Di- 
ego federal court, alleges 
that immigrants at Otay 
Mesa Detention Center are 
paid at most $1.50 per day, 
and sometimes not paid at 
all, for their work as kitchen 
staff, janitors, barbers and 
various other roles. It fur- 
ther alleges that the facility 
doesn’t provide all of the ba- 
sic necessities that detain- 
ees need for daily life, like 
soap, which means they 
have to work in order to buy 
those items at the commis- 
sary. 

Sometimes, the lawsuit 
says, facility staffthreatened 
to put detainees in solitary 
confinement or take away 
visitation rights if they said 
they didn’t want to work. 

CoreCivic, the company 
that contracts with the gov- 

SEE LAWSUIT • A12 


TRUMP ADAMANT ON THE WALL 


President ties fate 
of ‘Dreamers’ to 
funding of project 


BY ROBERTA RAMPTON 
& SUSAN HEAVEY 


young immigrants brought 
into the country illegally 
unless he gets funding for a 
border wall and other 
items. 

Trump said on Twitter: 
“The Democrats have been 
told, and fully understand, 


that there can be no DACA 
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. without the desperately 
President Donald needed WALLat the South- 


Trump said Friday there 
will be no protection for 


ern Border and an END to 
the horrible Chain Migra- 


tion & ridiculous Lottery 
System of Immigration 
etc.” 

He added: “We must 
protect our Country at all 
cost!” 

The battle over immi- 
gration has been delayed 
until next year. Democrats 
want protections for the 
young immigrants who are 
referred to as “Dreamers.” 
But while there is signifi- 


cant bipartisan sympathy 
for these immigrants, GOP 
demands for Trump’s bor- 
der wall and for immigra- 
tion agents have proved dif- 
ficult to resolve. 

The White House said 
on Friday it was set to kick 
off talks next week with Re- 
publican and Democratic 
congressional leaders on 
immigration policy, govern- 
ment spending and other 


issues that need to be 
wrapped up early in the 
new year. 

The expected flurry of 
legislative activity comes as 
Republicans and Demo- 
crats begin to set the stage 
for midterm congressional 
elections in November. 
Trump’s Republican Party 
is eager to maintain control 
of Congress while Demo- 

SEE ‘DREAMERS’ °» A8 
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EDUARDO CONTRERAS U-T 


Amid all his new belongings (including the bed and everything on it), horse trainer Manuel Calvario sits in his room at the Del Mar 
racetrack on Thursday. Calvario, who lived at the San Luis Rey Downs horse training facility, lost everything in the Dec. 7 Lilac fire. 


Del Mar racetrack offers 
refuge for Lilac fire victims 


Community of 200 or so horse workers displaced by tragedy find temporary shelter, help 


Many ofthe 
workers chased 
from their track- 
side homes when 
the Lilac fire 
ripped through 
San Luis Rey 
Downs will tell 
you they’re set- 
tlingin. They’ll 
say it feels more 
normal by the 
day. They'll say 
they’ve moved on. 

Then they catch a hint of smoke 
— and it all rushes back. 


BRYCE 
MILLER 
Columnist 


That’s the fragile reality of the 
jarring, unexpected living arrange- 
ment at the Del Mar racetrack, 
where someone innocently grilling 
carne asada can stoke the terror of 
flames that disrupted so many 
lives. 

“They smell smoke and every- 
body gets alittle nervous,” said 
Gustavo Castro, who works for 
trainer Phil D’Amato. “It’s like, 
‘Whoa. What’s going on?” 

The Dec. 7 fire whipped by 
Santa Ana winds claimed 46 horses 
and severely burned two trainers at 
the horse-training facility in Bon- 


sall. The blaze forced 200 or so 
workers to uproot without warning, 
leaving the charred remains of one 
place for the safety and uncertainty 
of another. 

A community of 200 or so, 
shaped by a painful, shared bond, 
finds itselfrebuilding and recover- 
ing on the run. 

Call the Del Mar digs Stick- 
erville, where the tiny rooms occu- 
pied by workers and families show 
the signs of lives in hurried transi- 
tion. There are safety stickers on 
donated mattresses, shipping 
stickers on boxes, energy-efficiency 


stickers on small refrigerators. 

There are address stickers on 
packages, arriving from all over the 
world. 

Linda Thrash, D’Amato’s assist- 
ant trainer, pulled out a box from 
St. Ives, England. The donation 
from the small village in the heart 
ofaregion north of London, once 
sprinkled with Royal Air Force 
fields during World War II, arrived 
anonymously. 

Inside, Thrash found eight cans 
of something called “All Day Break- 
fast” — a culinary concoction of 

SEE MILLER • A10 


| NORTH POLE MARATHON: 


MARK CONLON 


Encinitas resident Vivian Lee braved snow and a minus-40-degree 
wind chill to complete the North Pole Marathon in 2016. 


ENCINITAS ATHLETE COMPLETES 
RARE MARATHON GRAND SLAM 


BY PAM KRAGEN 


A little over three years ago, En- 
cinitas software engineer Vivian 
Lee decided to take up running asa 
hobby. Last month, she became 
only the 21st woman in the world in- 
ducted into the Marathon Grand 
Slam Club. 

The elite club — with 104 mem- 
bers from more than 30 countries — 
is for runners who have completed 
marathons on all seven continents 
and at the North Pole. 


Lee, a 47-year-old 
married mother of 
two, completed her 
marathon circuit in 
just 19 months, be- 
ginning with the 
North Pole Mara- 
thon in April 2016 
and finishing Nov. 24 
with the Antarctic Ice Marathon. 

Along the way, she endured 120- 
degree temperatures and near-or- 
gan failure in the Sahara, 32-knot 
SEE MARATHON « A11 
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North County Buick GMC 


2 017 BUICK ENCLAVE 


TOTAL 
SAVING 
FROM MSRP 


$5,926 Dealer Discount + $5,074 Manufacture Rebate = $11,000 total savings from MSRP All 
advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document 
processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. 2 at this 
savings #176273 #212906. All units subject to prior sale. Expires 01/02/2018. Excludes leases. 


DETECTIVE NOVELIST GRAFTON DIES 


BD AG - Sue Grafton, known for her alphabetically 
titled mystery series, died in Santa Barbara at 77. 


NEW YEAR'S FINAL COUNTDOWN — 


2017 GMC SIERRA 1500 DENALI 


TOTAL 
SAVINGS 
FROM MSRP 


2017 GMC ACADIA DENALI 


Comics C5 Editorial B6 Movies E6 Scores 
Crossword F6 Horoscope F6 Obituaries B5 Television 
Dear Abby F6 Letters B6 Stocks C4 Weather 


TOTAL 
SAVINGS 
FROM MSRP 


$4,815 Dealer Discount + $6185 Manufacture Rebate = $11,000 total savings from MSRP. All 
advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document 
processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. 2 at this 
savings #327151 #324162. All units subject to prior sale. Expires 01/02/2018. Excludes leases. 
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$5,813 Dealer Discount + $5,187 Manufacture Rebate = $11,000 total savings from MSRP All 
advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document 
processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. 1 at this 
savings #372078. All units subject to prior sale. Expires 01/02/2018. Excludes leases. 


All advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. All units subject to prior sale. Exp. 01/02/2018 
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| 888-913-7777 | NCBCG.COM | 1515 Auto Park Way, Escondido 


